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Preserving the balance for Alaska Natives and Marine Mammals

Greetings from the Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission!  
We hope that you have had a good winter, are enjoying spring and 
looking forward to summer as much as we are. 

Our work continues on Steller sea lions, focused more towards 
management planning, continuing outreach and education and 
continuing our Steller sea lion biosampling program. 

We are especially interested in subsistence harvest and usage patterns and 
if it is changing. Of particular interest is: 
  •  Are sea lions and other marine mammals as accessible as they 

used to be?
 •  Are you harvesting the same numbers of marine mammals now 

as you did in the past?  If it is different, how come?
 •  Are the kids and young adults in your community participating 

in hunting or skin sewing? 
 •  What are your priorities for marine mammals and subsistence 

now and into the future? 

                 .... continued on page 2
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ABOUT THE COMMISSION
The Alaska Sea Otter Commission was formed in 1988 to promote Native participation in resource policy decisions affecting sea 
otters and their uses. In November, 1998, the Commission expanded its role as a statewide organization to advocate on behalf of 
Steller sea lion and Alaska Native relationships. The organization officially expanded to The Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion 
Commission (TASSC).

Our goals are to:
•   Develop and implement programs and projects that focus on Alaska Native and tribal participation in sea otter and Steller sea 

lion conservation, management and artistic development. 
•   Strengthen TASSC operational capacity, communications and outreach, and build TASSC operational and program resources. 
•   Work with regulatory agencies, tribal governmental and Alaska Native Organizations to build better relationships and work 

toward the common goal of conservation and management of healthy sea otter and Steller sea lion populations in Alaska. 
•   Educate and inform our youth and the public on the traditional and contemporary relationship between the sea otters and 

Steller sea lions and Alaska Natives.  

When we hold our Annual Meeting every year,  Commissioners and other participants share information 
about what is happening in their area, in the environment around their communities, community subsistence 
activity, and what issues they have or have heard from tribal members and subsistence users. One thing we have 
heard over the years is that in some years, sea lions or other marine mammals have not come around where or 
when they have in years past. Or whether it’s shaping up to be an early or late spring and summer. These are all 
valuable observations and real time documentation of what is happening throughout coastal Alaska. 

At our meetings, we have our Federal partners present, such as the National Marine Fisheries Service. It 
allows for important dialogue to occur and strengthens our work together. We have not yet set the date for our 
upcoming Annual meeting, but we are looking towards August/September 2019. We will be sure to post notice 
as soon as a date is determined. 

We are also looking to document and collect marine mammal food recipes and practices. All credit will be 
given to anything shared. Ultimately, we hope to be able to share subsistence information, including recipes or 
preparation information, widely, with coastal tribes and subsistence users and young adults. We hear so much 
about the ease of store bought foods, despite the physical and cultural benefits subsistence foods have. Actively 
cooking with and utilizing marine mammals keeps our traditions alive. This is so important. 

We would love to hear from you! If you would like to share your experiences, have any questions related to 
marine mammals or related laws or regulations please do contact us!

 Quyana! 
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2018 STELLER SEA LION SURVEYS
The Alaska Fisheries Science Center with the National Marine Mammal Lab annually conducts Steller sea lion 
surveys in Alaska. They do not survey the entire range within Alaska each year, but rather work on a cycle where 
they survey large areas within the Western population every year, and Southeast Alaska sea lions every other 
year. Both pups and non-adults are counted. 

The 2018 survey was conducted by both air and ship. Their objective for 2018 was to survey all rookeries and 
haulouts in the Aleutians and western Gulf of Alaska. The surveyed areas by air included the Shugmagin Islands 
in the Western Gulf of Alaska, and Tanaga island in the Central Aleutians. The ship-based team conducted visual 
counts and drones to survey between Adak Island and the Attu Island. The ADFG also conducted counts on 
Round Island in Bristol Bay. 

A total of 18,018 live juvenile or adult (non-pup) sea lions were counted at 91 sites where at least 1 non-pup sea 
lion was present.  While some sites were missed, many of them have historically had few to no sea lions present 
in past surveys. A total of 6,215 live pups were counted at 43 sites and no sites were missed in the Western 
Aleutian survey area. 

Modeling the survey results, there is an estimated 41,782 non-pups for the Western population, and they 
increased at a rate of 2.05% per year from 2002 to 2018. This is a lower rate than was estimated in 2017 or 2016. 
It is estimated that the non-pup population grew by around 1,600 sea lions since 2017. Regional variation has 
been see though. There is no new survey data for the Gulf of Alaska, the surveys concentrated on the Aleutians. 
 •  Sea lions in the Western Aleutians continue to decline. From 2002 to 2018, non-pup sea lions have 

declined at a rate of -1.22%/per year, despite being considered statistically stable the last survey in 2017. 
 •  The Central Aleutian area is further divided into 4 subunits. Overall, non-pups remain statistically 

stable, though trend varies as you move from West to East, from slight declines to the Western side and 
an increase in the Eastern most sub-zone. 

 •  The Eastern Aleutian non-pup population is growing, but at a slower rate than expected based on last 
year’s results. 

Looking at the pup survey results, as with the non-pups, there were fewer pups than expected based on the 
trends of prior years, though the pup population continues to grow (1.52% per year from 2002 to 2018). Similar 
patterns were observed for pups, with continued declines in the Westernmost Aleutians, and in 3 Westernmost 
areas of the Central Aleutian survey unit. Pup counts in Eastern Aleutians show an increasing trend, though 
slower than estimated in 2017. 

The slower rate of growth in both the non-pups and pup populations may be attributed, in part, to no surveys 
being conducted in the Gulf of Alaska.  survey units were not surveyed in 2019. Plus, the continued declines in 
the Western Aleutians would results in a slower growth trend than expected based on 2017 or 2016 results. The 
AFSC plans to survey Southeast Alaska and the Gulf of Alaska in 2019. 

For more information: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/data/results-steller-sea-lion-surveys-alaska-june-
july-2018
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Did you Know? 
Did you know that seals and sea lions harvested for subsistence do not need to be sealed or tagged? 
There are no Federal or State harvest regulations pertaining to seals or sea lions. This includes harvest 
seasons, harvest areas, or reporting requirements. 

Marine mammal harvest is under jurisdiction of federally recognized tribes. Some tribes may have 
developed harvest management plans for their members and areas. We encourage everyone to check 
with the local tribal council to see if a management plan exists. The State of Alaska and the State 
Troopers have no jurisdiction or authority over Alaska Native Subsistence harvest of marine mammals. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service is charged with management of seals and sea lions (and whales), 
whereas the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is charged with management of sea otters, polar bear and 
walrus. The USFWS does have a harvest monitoring program where sea otters, walrus and polar bear 
must be tagged within 30-days of harvest.   

This publication was made possible through the generous support under a cooperative agreement with the 
NOAA Fisheries, under agreement #NA18NMF4390164. 


