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Introduction
Sea lions have been hunted by Alaska Natives for thousands of years, and this practice continues today in 
villages and communities around Alaska. 

The Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission was formed in 1988 to provide Alaska Natives with 
a voice in policy decisions affecting sea otters. Ten years later, in 1998, at the request of member tribes, we 
added Steller sea lions to our mission to develop and protect Alaska Natives’ rights in sea otter and Steller 
sea lion customary and traditional uses through co-management, conservation, research, education and 
artistic development.

NOAA Fisheries is the Federal Agency that manages Steller sea lions. They are responsible for developing 
management and conservation programs and for providing policy guidance on matters affecting Steller sea 
lions. They work to develop regulations and management measures to protect, conserve and restore marine 
mammal populations.

Working together, we have created this guide because we continually get questions about what is OK, 
what is legal.  We want to make sure that people, especially new hunters and skin sewers, have the right 
information so they can be confident and comfortable in doing what they were raised doing, knowing 
that taking marine mammals for subsistence is perfectly legal, as long as you are an Alaska Native and the 
hunt is not accomplished in a wasteful manner. This is the second printing. It was updated to include new 
information because the Eastern Population of Stellers was delisted under the Endangered Species Act since 
the first edition was published. 

Please contact us if you have questions so that we can improve upon future publications. Thank you and we 
hope that you find this guide useful. 
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Subsistence Use of Sea Lions

For generations, Alaska Natives have harvested sea lions for food, 
and to create necessary items such as rain gear, parkas, sewing 
tools and boats. Their hides were used for boots, clothing, and as 
covering for hunting boats and kayaks. Their whiskers were used 
to adorn hunting hats as symbols of hunting status and skill. The 
stomachs and intestines were used as waterproof containers, their 
sinew for cordage. All parts were used, including their stomachs, 
intestines, hides, bones, esophagus, teeth and whiskers. Sea lion 
bones have been found at archeological sites within Alaska that 
date from 4500 years before present (Maschner et al. 2014). 

Sea lions are 
still used for 
subsistence 
today throughout 
coastal Alaska, 
from Ketchikan in 
Southeast Alaska 
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all the way to the Aleutians. Their meat, fat, ribs, intestines, flippers, liver, kidney and heart are 
enjoyed in various ways. Skin sewers work with the hide and various items are made, including 
regalia, garments and other items. Their esophagus and the intestines can be cleaned and used 
to make waterproof parkas or as decoration in jewelry and art, and their stomach can be used for 
a drum. Carvers work with their teeth and bones, and their whiskers are prized items in regalia, 
bentwood hats, masks and baskets. 

The sale and trade of handicraft items produced from sea lion provides an important source of 
income for Alaska Natives throughout Alaska.
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The Steller Sea Lion
Steller sea lions are found throughout the Pacific Ocean, from northern Japan, northward around the Pacific 
including Russia, Alaska, British Columbia in Canada down through Washington, Oregon and the furthest 
south, in California. 

There are two populations of Steller sea lions. They are distinct from each other in 
terms of genetics, some physical characteristics, aspects of their ecology and their 
populations trends. Based on some physical differences between the two populations, 
some scientists concluded they should be considered different subspecies. 

The dividing line between the two populations is found at Cape St. Elias (144 W° 
longitude, located between Cordova in Prince William Sound in Southcentral Alaska, 
and Yakutat in Southeast Alaska). 

Currently, the Western Population is considered Endangered under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA), and includes sea lions in Japan, Russia, the Aleutian Islands, Bering 

Photo NVE
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Sea, Alaska Peninsula, Kodiak Archipelago, Kenai Peninsula, Cook Inlet and Prince William Sound eastward to 
Cape St. Elias. 

The Eastern population was delisted from the ESA in December 2013 and is found east and south of Cape 
St. Elias, including Southeast Alaska, British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, and California. Previously, it was 
considered 
Threatened 
under the ESA 
from when 
Steller sea lions 
throughout their 
range were first 
protected under 
the ESA in 1990. 
The Western 
population was 
later categorized 
as Endangered 
in 1997, with 
the Eastern 
population 
retaining 
the original 
Threatened 
status.  NMFS 2008
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Both populations are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Eastern 
Population will be monitored for 5 years from their delisting to ensure that new threats do not arise. From a 
subsistence point of view, not much has changed, since the Endangered Species Act contains a subsistence 
exemption like the MMPA does. The Western population has critical habitat, which does not affect or 
prohibit subsistence users, since the prohibitions for critical habitat do not apply to subsistence hunters when 
hunting sea lions.  

What does Endangered mean? 
  A species is considered to be endangered when it is in danger of extinction 

throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

What does Threatened mean? 
  A species is considered to be threatened when it is likely to become endangered 

in the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
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Sea Lion Facts
Body: Sea lion adult males grow 2-3 times as large as an adult female. Adult males have thickened necks and 
triangular shaped heads. Both male and female sea lions have large front and rear flippers. Adults return to 
land to breed and give birth at rookeries. 

Lifespan: Males rarely live beyond their mid-teens, while females may live as long as 30-years (NMFS 2010). 

Length and weight: The average adult male Steller sea lion is about 1,250 lbs. They can get up to 10-11 feet 
in length and weigh up to 2,500 lbs! Adult females are from 7.5-9.5 feet in length and can weigh up to 770 
lbs. At birth, Steller sea lions weigh about 35-50 lbs and are about 3 feet in length. 

Color: Adult Steller sea lions are light brown to blond with a dark brown darkening around the flippers and 
undersides. Steller sea lion pups are dark brown at birth. 

Food habits: Steller sea lions are opportunistic and eat a wide range of fish including herring, pollock, 
salmon, cod and rockfishes, Atka mackerel, capelin, sculpins, as well as squid and shrimp and other fish. To 
survive, it is believed that an adult sea lion needs to eat at 5- 6% of its body weight each day, but young 
animals need twice that amount. When males are defending their territories on the rookeries, they may go 
without eating for over a month! Interestingly enough, Steller sea lions do not need to drink water because 
the food they eat provides them with all the water they need. Sea lions do not chew their food, most is 
swallowed whole. Feeding often occurs in groups and they often feed at night between 9 PM and 6 AM. 



Page 8

Photo ADFG

Behavior: Steller sea lions are very vocal with grumbles, growls, and roars. Roaring males often bob 
their heads up and down when vocalizing. Adult males establish territories and aggressively defend 
them. Steller sea lions gather on haulouts and rookeries and regularly travel great distances (up to 250 
miles) to find food. They can travel much further, and juvenile sea lions have been known to travel over 
1,000 miles. However, females with young pups likely forage much closer to their rookery. Diving is 
generally to depths of 600 feet or less and diving duration is usually 2 minutes or less.

Life History: Steller sea lions become sexually mature at 3 to 7 years of age and mate and give birth on 
land. Males usually arrive at a rookery in May and stake out their territories for up to 60 days. Females 
arrive later and usually give birth to a pup that was conceived the prior year. Females have delayed 
implantation, and pregnancy does not begin until around October. Sea lions nurse for 1 to 3 years. 
Mating occurs shortly after the pups are born, during June and July.

Predators: Include humans, sharks, and killer whales.
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Branded Sea Lions
What? How Many? 
You may have noticed markings and brands on some sea lions. This is not surprising. Since the 1980s, 
over 10,000 sea lions have been hot-branded. The brands are permanent marks applied to the 
animal’s left side after they are sedated. Brands are about 3 inches in height when they are applied, 
but they grow with the sea lion.  Each animal is branded with a character and a series of numbers that 
are unique to each individual sea lion so it can be identified as it is encountered in the future. Some 
sea lions are branded as 1 month-old pups, and they are given a letter for the pup’s birth rookery 
followed by a unique number. For instance, the letter X denotes the pup was born on Sugarloaf 
Island at the mouth of Cook Inlet, T=Marmot Island near Kodiak, J=Seal Rocks near Prince William 
Sound, and F=Forrester Island in SE Alaska. Other sea lions are branded as juveniles or adults, and 
these animals have an equal sign (‘=’) followed by a unique number. Scientists use this information to 
estimate survival and reproductive rates of sea lions as well as determine their patterns of movement.

T33: 9 y old female observed nursing its newborn pup on 
16 July 2009 on Sugarloaf Island (in the Barren Islands); 
branded as a pup on Marmot Island (near Kodiak) on 2 July 
2000
=252: 11 month old female observed on Tigalda Island 
(Rocks NE) in the Krenitzen Islands, Eastern Aleutians on 
26 May 2002; branded as a 4 month old on Ugamak Island 
Eastern Aleutians on 13 September 2001

Photos NMML
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Why Brand Sea Lions? 
Sea lions live a long time, 20+ years. If you encounter a branded sea lion, please try to note the brand. It 
can provide important information, and help to answer questions like:  
 •  How far and where are sea lions swimming? Do male and female sea lions travel for different 

distances or to different areas? Does age make a difference in how and where they travel? 
 •  How old is a female sea lion when she has her first pup? 
 •  How many pups does she have in her whole life? 
 • How often does she have a pup?
 •  How long do her pups stay with her nursing? 
 •  How long do sea lions live? Is it different for males and females?  

However, please do not approach sea lions to get these sightings. This would be considered harassment, 
which is illegal and subject to prosecution by the National Marine Fisheries Service. Even though Alaska 
Natives have an exemption under the MMPA and ESA to take sea lions for subsistence, this exemption 
does not extend to harassment or takes during research. Everyone, including an Alaska Native, needs a 
permit from the National Marine Fisheries Service to harass sea lions for research.

J2: 2.8 y old male observed on 15 
April 2004 on Glacier Island, Prince 
William Sound; branded as a pup on 
Seal Rocks (Prince William Sound) on 7 
July 2001.

Photo NMML 



Page 11

Laws and Regulations
The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) protects all marine mammals. It was  passed in 1972 since many 
species of marine mammals were being depleted by human activities. 

The MMPA makes it illegal to “take” marine mammals by U.S. citizens in the U.S. and its jurisdiction, with 
certain exceptions. It also stopped the import and export of marine mammal parts and products in the United 
States. 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) was passed in 1973 and also contains an Alaska Native subsistence 
exemption. It has a broader take definition than found in the MMPA. Since Steller sea lions are a marine 
mammal, they are protected under the MMPA. Since the Western population is considered Endangered, it is 
protected under the ESA and the MMPA. The Eastern Population is protected under the MMPA. 

What does taking a marine mammal mean? 

  According to the MMPA, takes are defined as: harass, hunt, capture, collect 
or kill any marine mammal. 

  Under the ESA, take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, 
trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct. 

  So, these actions are against the law for all U.S. citizens, with certain 
exceptions, such as the Alaska Native Subsistence exemption. 
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Alaska Native Subsistence Exemption
A number of hearings were held when the MMPA was being considered by Congress, and Alaska 
Natives testified how important marine mammals were to them and their communities. As a result, 
Section 101(b) was included that provides for Alaska Native harvest and use of marine mammals for 
subsistence and handicraft purposes, as long as the take is not wasteful. 

 What does this mean?
   Alaska Natives that dwell on the Alaskan coast can harvest Steller sea lions and 

other marine mammals for subsistence or handicraft. The take cannot be wasteful. 
Federal regulations require that Alaska Natives have at least 25% Alaska Native blood 
quantum. 

 Is subsistence defined? 
   Yes, in the regulations, marine mammal subsistence is defined as the use of marine 

mammals for food, clothing, shelter, heating, transportation, and other uses necessary 
to maintain the life of the taker or for those who depend upon the taker for 
subsistence. 

 Other laws and/or treaties may affect Alaska Native subsistence hunting for some marine mammal 
species. You can check with NMFS Protected Resources Division if you have questions regarding Steller 
sea lion, or with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for sea otter, walrus and polar bears. 
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Code of Federal Regulations
The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR’s) contains regulations created by Federal agencies to 
implement Federal laws. These regulations are based on the agencies’  interpretations unless the law is 
explicit. Regulations pertaining to marine mammals can be found in 50 CFR 1-599. USFWS regulations 
can be found in 50 CFR Title 1-215. NMFS regulations can be found in 50 CFR 216 -296. These can 
be found on the internet at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ and choose the link for “Code of Federal 
Regulations.” They can also be found on our website at http://www.seaotter-sealion.org/downloads/
mmpa_regs_216.pdf

  Eligibility:  As defined in the regulations (50 CFR 216.3), Alaskan Native “means a person 
defined in the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602(b)) (85 Stat. 588) as a citizen 
of the United States who is of one-fourth degree or more Alaska Indian (including Tsimishian 
Indians enrolled or not enrolled in the Metlaktla Indian Community), Eskimo, or Aleut blood 
or combination thereof. The term includes any Native, as so defined, either or both of whose 
adoptive parents are not Natives. It also includes, in the absence of proof of a minimum blood 
quantum, any citizen of the United States who is regarded as an Alaska Native by the Native 
village or group, of which he claims to be a member and whose father or mother is (or, if 
deceased, was) regarded as Native by any Native village or Native group. Any such citizen 
enrolled by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to section 5 of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act shall be conclusively presumed to be an Alaskan Native for purposes of this part.
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Alaska Native Handicraft
When the MMPA became law in 1972, Congress recognized the cultural and economic importance to 
Alaska Natives of handicrafts made containing marine mammals. 

As it was written in the MMPA, handicrafts are items that are not mass produced, and are composed 
wholly or a significant part of natural materials. 

Federal regulations stipulate that the authentic Alaska Native handicraft be significantly altered from its 
natural form. 

Handicrafts can be sold/traded/given to anyone in domestic and interstate commerce (occurring within 
the United States), regardless of Alaska Native blood quantum. 

Raw, unaltered pelts (whether tanned or untanned), teeth, bones, whiskers or other unaltered parts can 
only be given/traded/sold/bartered/transferred with other Alaska Natives. 

Some marine mammal species, such as those managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Cook 
Inlet Beluga whales, may have other requirements, see 50 CFR 18 and 50 CFR 216.23 respectively for 
more information. 
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FAQ’s
Who can hunt Steller sea lions?
Under the MMPA and ESA, only Alaska Natives who dwell on the coast of the North Pacific Ocean or the 
Arctic Ocean may harvest Steller sea lions for subsistence or for creating and selling authentic native articles 
of handicraft and clothing, provided that the harvest is not accomplished in a wasteful manner. Current 
regulations require Alaska Natives to be 25% Alaska Native blood or more to be eligible to harvest marine 
mammals.  

Do I need any sort of permit or license in order to hunt a sea lion?
There are no Federal or state permitting or licensing requirements for a coastal Alaska Native to harvest 
a sea lion. However, some Alaska Native tribal governments may have local harvest regulations, including 
permit requirements for their members. Some areas may also have restrictions on firearm use, i.e. within city 
limits. You may wish to have your tribal card or BIA card with you when hunting. 

Is there a limit on how many sea lion or seal I can harvest? 
There is no limit on how many sea lion or seal can be taken for subsistence. However, the subsistence harvest 
has to be non-wasteful. 

Do I have to be Alaska Native to sew with sea lion pelts or work with the whiskers?
Yes. Current regulations state that you must be 1/4 blood quantum (25%) Alaska Native. Unaltered hides, 
whether tanned or untanned, or the whiskers traded, possessed or bought/sold can only occur between 
Alaska Natives. It is only when the hide, whisker or other part becomes a handicraft that it can be sold/given/
bartered with a non-Native. Regulations require that it be significantly altered from its natural form before a 
non-Native can have it.
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Can I collect and possess beach found marine mammal parts?
Under subsistence, Alaska Natives can possess and utilize dead stranded marine mammals and all their 
parts (hard and soft). It is okay for an Alaska Native to collect and utilize an ESA listed animal for subsistence 
purposes. 

Federal regulations allow the collection of detatched hard parts by both non-Natives and Natives from some 
dead marine mammals found on the beach or land within ¼ mile of the ocean (including bays and estuaries), 
depending on land ownership. Non-Natives can collect non-endangered species detatched hard parts of 
marine mammals, but they must be registered with the National Marine Fisheries Service (or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service for sea otter, walrus or polar bear) within 30-days of collection. If there are still soft parts 
attached to any hard parts, these may not be collected by a non-Native. Also, a non-Native cannot transfer 
the registered parts to another person without Federal agency permission. 

Non-Natives cannot possess hard parts of species listed under the ESA. Therefore, a non-Native cannot 
possess beach found Steller sea lion hard parts from the Western Population. This is true for many whale 
species as well. Steller sea lion hard parts from the Eastern Population can be collected and retained by 
non-Natives, provided they are registered with NMFS 30-day after collection. Because hard parts from the 
Eastern and Western population are indistinguishable, if the part is found West of St. Cape Elias you should 
presume that it is from the Western population and cannot be collected by a non-Native. Western Steller 
Sea Lions can be found as far south as Sumner Straight in Southeast Alaska, and sea lion hard parts found in 
this area should not be collected by a non-Native. 

According to Federal Regulations in 50 CFR 216.3, a hard part is defined as: 
  any bone, tooth, baleen, treated pelt, or other part of a marine mammal that is relative solid or 

durable. 
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Where can beach found hard parts be collected?
Regulations vary depending on land ownership. It is the collector’s responsibility to know whose lands they 
are visiting. Collectors should check for additional regulations established by individual landowners (Federal, 
State, or private) before removing any resource. Collection of all animal parts (including marine mammals) is 
illegal on National Park Service lands without Federal agency permission. 

If I am non-Native but my husband/wife/friend is Native, can I accompany him/her on a hunt?  Yes, but 
you cannot participate/assist in the hunt in any way. This includes 
driving the boat during the hunt or on the hunting grounds, 
retrieving the animal, spotting the animals, etc. Having a non-
Native participate in the hunt is illegal and subject to prosecution 
and the imposition of fines. 

I am Native, but my friend is non-Native, and we are out on a 
fishing trip (on their boat).  Can I hunt a marine mammal while 
we are out?   Yes, similar to the question above, as long as your 
friend does not participate in the hunt or while on the hunting 
grounds. Additionally, that person cannot be paid to take you 
marine mammal hunting. 
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Can I proxy-hunt for my in-law (or other individual)?  Yes, but not in the same way you can proxy hunt 
for deer or moose for another person here in Alaska. Among Alaska Natives, you can certainly hunt for 
another person - this is quite common in fact. You do not need special paperwork or permits in order to 
do so (unless required by a tribal management plan), provided you are Alaska Native. It is just important to 
remember that the take cannot be wasteful.

If you happen to be non-Native, and your Father/Mother-in-Law (or spouse, brother-in-law, etc.) is Native, 
then you cannot proxy hunt a seal, sea lion or other marine mammal for him/her.  A person must be an 
Alaska Native who resides in Alaska and dwells on the coast of the North Pacific or Arctic Oceans in order 
to harvest or work with a marine mammal. 

Do I need to have my sea lion tagged or 
registered?  No. There are no Federal or State 
requirements to have your subsistence harvested 
Steller sea lion tagged or registered. This is also 
true for seals that are harvested for subsistence 
purposes. The USFWS does have a Marking, 
Tagging and Reporting Program for marine 
mammals under its jurisdiction (sea otters, walrus 
and polar bear). However, some tribes may be 
tracking harvested marine mammals from their 
area, so we recommned checking with the tribe 
before hunting. 
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How do I find a tagger or tannery? 
Tanneries need to have the appropriate paperwork in order for them to process and handle marine 
mammal hides. TASSC and NMFS have contact information for those tanneries who have gone through 
the permitting process to tan Steller sea lions or seals. Please contact TASSC or NMFS if you would like a 
copy of the registered tannery list.  

I’ve seen people feeding sea lions from their boat. Is it OK to do this?  
No. One of the most common things people will do is to feed sea lions left over bait or other fish off the 
docks or otherwise in the wild, without realizing this is illegal. This is considered to be a take under the 
MMPA and further, some local governments have developed ordinances against feeding wildlife. This can 
result in the sea lion becoming a nuisance and at worse, aggressive. This is be considered to be Level B 
harassment under the MMPA which is illegal without special authorization. Harassment has two levels: 

Level A harassment is defined as:
    “  any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance which has the potential to injure a marine mammal or marine 

mammal stock in the wild.”

Level B harassment is defined as:
   “  any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance which has the potential to disturb a marine mammal or marine 

mammal stock in the wild by causing disruption of behavioral patterns, including but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding or sheltering but which does not have the potential to 
injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild.”
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If I come across a sea lion on the beach, what should I do? 
National Marine Fisheries Service has a network of volunteers to respond to both live and dead stranded 
marine mammals. Stranded Steller sea lions are of particular interest to scientists. NMFS maintains a 
24-hour stranding hotline: 1-877-925-7773. If you come across a live or dead stranded sea lion, you 
should call this number and they will advise you what to do. If it is dead stranded, biologists will most 
likely come over and a full necropsy will be done to try to determine cause of death and to collect other 
samples for research. Only those individuals in the Stranding Network that have an agreement with 
NMFS can respond to stranded marine mammals. 

Coastal Alaska Natives can salvage stranded marine mammals for subsistence purposes, including Steller 
sea lions. However we encourage you to work with researchers so that critical samples and information 
can be collected along with customary and traditional use. 
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In the Field
Harvesting
Sea lions are large animals. Adult males can weight up to 2,500 lbs and be up to 10-11 feet in length. Adult 
females are smaller but can still be from 7.5-9 feet long and weight up to 700 lbs. When in the field, even 
if you are seeking a juvenile, it’s important to be prepared to deal physically and logistically with a large 
animal, and its meat, once your hunt is successful. 

 Things to Remember:
  •  To maximize success and minimize struck and loss of the sea lion, before hunting, practice shooting 

from a boat. 
 •  Seals and sea lions can present a small target in the water, so practicing at home with a pellet gun 

and cans or other small targets will improve your 
accuracy. 

 •  Consider using a centerfire with solid bullets. 
Jacketed hollowpoint bullets are not a good choice. 

 •  Just like a seal, a sea lion will sink, so it’s important 
to herd them into shallow waters at the head of a 
bay or other shallow area. Firearm safety should 
always be practiced, know your backdrop before 
firing. 
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 •  You could also place someone on the beach, who 
would selectively harvest the sea lion you want 
while on land, or having a boat herd them into 
shallow water and then shooting from land. 

 •  If you’ve harvested the sea lion while it was in 
the water, plan ahead for retrieval. A hand line 
with a weighted treble hook works best, but you 
can also use a sturdy fishing rod with a weighted 
treble hook. 

 •  Consider targeting exclusively males. The 
Western stock of sea lions is still significantly 
reduced from its level even just 20 years ago 
and still declining in a number of areas. When a 
female is harvested, not only is she removed from 
the population, but also the pups that she may 
have had over her lifetime, plus their offspring as 
well. Targeting males in your harvest allows us to 
continue our traditional practices yet minimizes 
impact on the population. 
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•  If you do harvest a female, please consider biosampling the animal. 
Collection of the female reproductive tract can provide vital information 
that cannot be obtained in any other way. One theory about why sea lion 
numbers are not increasing is that they are not having as many babies. 
Collecting the female reproductive tract will allow us to see how many 
babies that sea lion has had over her lifetime. If we are able to look at 
enough reproductive tracts, it can help us determine if it’s true that sea 
lions are not having as many offspring as they did, say, 30 years ago. 

•  Other tissues that can be collected include the stomach, parts of the liver, 
kidney, hair, skin, fat, muscle, a whisker and a tooth. The stomach can tell 
us what the sea lion was recently eating. The fat, liver and kidney can be 
examined to determine levels of pesticides, heavy metals and pollutants. 
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    The tooth can be cut and the sea lions’ exact age can be determined by counting the rings 
just like counting the rings of a tree. The whisker and fat can be looked at to determine diet 
in both the near and long-term. The muscle can be looked at to tell genetics to see how sea 
lions are related to each other and if there are differences among areas. If you are interested 
in being trained in biosampling, please contact TASSC or NMFS Protected Resources 
Division.  

Life history information:  Steller Sea Lion (Eumetopias jubatus)   (measurements and sampling must occur within 24 hrs of death)

Biosample Number                                                             Harvest Area:                                       Date/Time of Death      
Sampling Date & Time:                                                     Biosampler Name:                                                                               
Comments on General Health Condition:   (Healthy appearance, any Brands or Tags? etc.)         

ANIMAL ON STOMACH
1. Est. Age (circle)   Adult   or    Juvenile   or   Pup

2. Dorsal Standard Length:  (inches)                                   

3. Curvilinear Length:   (inches)                                        

4. Girth at Axilla:  (inches)                                                  
5. Hair coat:         hair loss         molting         scruffy 
                               parasites        good  

6.   Right Rear Flipper Length (inches)            
A. Collect 1 sample for genetics, using the biopsy 
punch and forceps. With the biopsy punch on left 
flipper, punch to collect skin/muscle and place in 
Cryovial.   Collected?    yes     no

7. Whiskers, Nails and Eyes Condition:          

                  

                 
B. Collect 2-4 whiskers. With pliers, pull (with a 
strong jerking action) from the sea lion’s left side of  
face and place all in a sterile Whirlpak bag.  
Collected?    yes     no

Assessment & Measurements:  (Which one?  cm  or  inches) 

Dorsal View
(animal on stomach)

Right 
rear 
flipper
length

sampling site 
B & C

sampling 
site A

2

6

4

Steller Sea Lion Biosampling Data Sheet (2010 March)

3

post 
canine

canine         
(measure      
length here) 

sampling site 
C or

8

9

4th 
post 

canine

8. Canine Length:                                     (mm only)

     If  Juvenile or Pup:
 Not Erupted  
 Milk Tooth 
 Partially Erupted
 Fully Erupted
 Erupted    

9. Diastema:                                               (mm only)
(measure space between the 4th and 5th post canines)

C. Post Canine. Using the pliers or tooth 
elevator, carefully pull a post canine and place 
in a sterile Whirlpak bag. 
Collected?    yes     no head
Sea lions’ left  or  right  side?  

ANIMAL ON BACK

10. Gender:  (circle one)

       Male   Female
       Unknown  

      
Additional notes or comments:     
        
                             
                    

umbilical 
scars

penile  
opening

anus

urogenital 
opening

female              male 

curvilinear length (nose to tip of tail)

OH-01-JD Old Harbor

healthy sea lion, tag number 845, 
John Doe3-5-2010, 13:30 

3-5-2010, 11:15

traveling with 3 other sea lions

88 inches

unable to get

104 inches

all looks good

20.5
X

27.0 mm

17.1 mm

very healthy adult female
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Common Terms
Authentic Alaska Native Handicraft: According to the Alaska State Council on the Arts: “an article 
made in [Alaska], which is composed wholly, or in significant part, of natural materials, and which is 
produced, decorated or fashioned by an Alaska Native.” 

According to MMPA Section 101(b) and ESA Section 10(e) Exemptions: “items composed wholly or in 
some significant respect of natural materials, and which are produced, decorated, or fashioned in the 
exercise of traditional native handicrafts without the use of pantographs, multiple carvers, or other 
mass copying devices. Traditional native handicrafts include, but are not limited to, weaving, carving, 
stitching, sewing, lacing, beading, drawing, and painting.” 

According to NMFS regulations (50 CFR 216.3), “Authentic native articles of handicrafts and clothing 
means items made by an Indian, Aleut or Eskimo which (a) were commonly produced on or before 
December 21, 1972, and (b) are composed wholly or in some significant respect of natural materials, 
and (c) are significantly altered from their natural form and which are produced, decorated, or 
fashioned in the exercise of traditional native handicrafts without the use of pantographs, multiple 
carvers, or similar mass copying devices. Improved methods of production utilizing modern 
implements such as sewing machines or modern tanning techniques at a tannery registered pursuant 
to Sec. 216.23(c) may be used so long as no large scale mass production industry results. Traditional 
native handicrafts include, but are not limited to, weaving, carving, stitching, sewing, lacing, beading, 
drawing, and painting. The formation of traditional native groups,  such as a cooperative, is permitted 
so long as no large scale mass production results.”
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Alaskan Native: As defined in the MMPA, this term refers to “any Indian, Aleut, or Eskimo who resides 
in Alaska and who dwells on the coast of the North Pacific Ocean or the Arctic Ocean...” 
 As defined in the regulations (50 CFR 216.3), Alaskan Native “means a person defined in the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602(b)) (85 Stat. 588) as a citizen of the United States 
who is of one-fourth degree or more Alaska Indian (including Tsimishian Indians enrolled or not enrolled 
in the Metlaktla Indian Community), Eskimo, or Aleut blood or combination thereof. The term includes 
any Native, as so defined, either or both of whose adoptive parents are not Natives. It also includes, in 
the absence of proof of a minimum blood quantum, any citizen of the United States who is regarded 
as an Alaska Native by the Native village or group, of which he claims to be a member and whose 
father or mother is (or, if deceased, was) regarded as Native by any Native village or Native group. Any 
such citizen enrolled by the Secretary of the Interior pursuant to section 5 of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act shall be conclusively presumed to be an Alaskan Native for purposes of this part.

Endangered: Defined under the ESA as “any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a 
significant portion of its range.”

Harassment: According to Federal Regulations implementing the MMPA, Harassment can occur at two 
levels: Level A & Level B. Level A is a more severe form of harassment than Level B. Both are forms of  
take under the MMPA. See Level A & Level B Harassment on the following page for more detail. 

Hard Part: According to Federal Regulations in 50 CFR 216.3, a hard part is defined as: 
  any bone, tooth, baleen, treated pelt, or other part of a marine mammal that is relative solid or 

durable. 
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Level A Harassment: According to Federal Regulations (50 CFR 216.3), Level A Harassment is defined 
as:  any act of pursuit, torment or annoyance which has the potential to injure a marine mammal or   
 marine mammal stock in the wild. 
Level A Harassment is more severe harassment then Level B. 

Level B Harassment: According to 50 CFR 216.3, Level B Harassment is defined as:
  any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance which has the potential to disturb a marine mammal or 

marine mammal stock in the wild by causing a disruption of behavioral patterns, including, but 
not limited to, migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or sheltering but which does 
not have the potential to injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild. 

Registered Agent: Under the MMPA, individuals can register with the NMFS to become a Registered 
Agent. A Registered Agent is a person or business that can legally possess raw marine mammal parts 
for the purposes of transferring them from one Alaska Native to another Alaska Native (as defined 
above on page 32).

Wasteful Take: Any taking or method of taking which is likely to result in the killing of marine mammals 
beyond those needed for subsistence, subsistence uses, or for the making of authentic native articles 
of handicraft or clothing, or which results in the waste of a substantial portion of the marine mammal 
and includes, without limitation, the employment of a method of taking which is not likely to assure the 
capture or killing of a marine mammal, or which is not immediately followed by a reasonable effort to 
retrieve the marine mammal. 



Where Can I Find Out More? 
• The Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission - phone: 1-800-474-4362/907-286-2377 www.seaotter-sealion.org
• National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region, Protected Resources - www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/pr
• Electronic Code of Federal Regulations - http://www.ecfr.gov/  - NMFS regulations start at 50 CFR 216
  National Marine Mammal Laboratory, Alaska Ecosystems Program: http://www.afsc.noaa.gov/nmml/species/species_steller.php  
(Federal research branch of NOAA that conducts research on Steller sea lions and Fur Seals)
•  North Pacific Universities, Marine Mammal Research Consortium: www.marinemammal.org  (group of Universities that conduct 

long-term research on marine mammals and their interactions with fisheries, other species and oceanographic conditions in the 
North Pacific and Eastern Bering Sea)

•  US Marine Mammal Commission: www.mmc.gov  (independent arm of the Federal government to provide oversight of policies 
and programs carried out by Federal Agencies)
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USEFUL COnTACT InFOrMATIOn:
The Alaska Sea Otter and Steller Sea Lion Commission (TASSC)
 Phone: 1-800-474-4362 (within Alaska) or 907-286-2377
 Fax: 1-888-409-0477
 Email: tassc@seaotter-sealion.org  Website: www.seaotter-sealion.org
 Address: PO Box 142, Old Harbor, Alaska 99643
NOAA Fisheries   Website: https://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ 
Protected Resources, Alaska Regional Office
  Headquarters (Juneau): 907-586-7236
  Anchorage: 907-271-5006
 Division of Law Enforcement Main Office: 
  Address: PO Box 21767, 709 W. 9th Street, Room M09C, Juneau, AK 99802-1767
  Phone: 907-586-7225
 NMFS Law Enforcement Alaska Field Offices: 
  Kodiak: 907-486-3298  Anchorage: 907-271-1849 or 271-1823
  Dutch Harbor: 907-581-2061 Homer: 907-235-2337
  Seward:  907-224-5348  Sitka: 907-747-6940
  Petersburg: 907-772-2285  Ketchikan: 907-247-5804
United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
 CITES Permitting office: 1-800-358-2104
 Law Enforcement: 907-786-3311
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