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Draft 2006 Stock Assessment




onclusions:

oreement allowed for equal decision
S and ANHSC

is partnership is to incorporate the
1igement by building trust and by
n and communication between

shing close coop:
o0 Parties and their

d decision-making shall be through consensus, based
tual respect and understanding of each Party’s cultural
tive.

ific data on genetic delineation of stocks was
shly explained in layman’s terms

.Ample time was allowed to process and distribute
information to Tribes and hunters
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f the MMPA to co- anage the subsistence
st of Marine Mammals with Alaska Natives.

Native Organizations are Tribally
authorized to enter into co-management
agreements with the appropriate Federal Agency.
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tocols for Co-management” developed in
> by RurAL CAP, AFN, and AITC

- “Memorandum of Agreement for Negotiation

- of Marine Mammal Protection Act Section 119
Agreements” in August of 1997 also referred to
as the “Umbrella Agreement”.
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e management through
HSC/NMFS Sec 119
Agreement

as strategic or depleted under the
: reatened or endangered under the
he Parties agree that the Co-management
mittee shall:

msult and recommend about a possible need to list;

onsult and recommend about management strategies
__ ‘avoid a possible listing;

~ After listing, consult and recommend about possible
nlations; and

= After listing, consult and recommend about possible
arrangements for ensuring compliance and
enforcement.”
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Harbor Seal Genetic Units
D Genetics analysis provided by NMFS, Southwest Fisheries Science Center

Proposed new management stock structure for Alaska harbor seals as drafted by the ANHSC-NMFS co-management
committee on September 29, 2005. We respectfully request your input on this proposed stock structure.
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ANHSC's Biosampling Program
soNtributed to collection of
genetic data

_ om EVOS, biosampling
ysistence harvested seals became an

ational progra for hunters and youth in
pill impacted area.

ers became directly involved in the
llection of the genetic data used to determine
stock structure. They also were involved in co-
management committee meetings where
scientific analysis was shared.
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A seal is a seal

aida Resolution opposing
arbor seal stocks

D08 co-management
spresentatives from South
discussed adding a clause to any federal
ter notice stating that the stock delineation
would not affect the subsistence harvest of
harbor seals without consultation with Tribes
that may be affected.
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CENTRAL COUNCIL OF TLINGIT AND HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA
Seventy-Second Annual General Assembly
April 18-21, 2007

Resolution GA/ 07-18

Tite: Opposition te the National Marine Fisheries Service DNA Genetics Classification of
) Harbor Seals in Alaska

By: Tlingit and Haida’s of the City & Borough of Juneau

WHEREAS, Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Central
Council) is a federally recognized tribe of more than 26,000 tribal citizens; and

WHEREAS, Central Council is founded upon our tribal members aboriginal subsistence
customs and traditions; and

WHEREAS, our Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian ancestors have passed on generations of
traditional knowledge regarding our subsistence fish and game; and

WHEREAS, cur Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian people of today have always harvested
fish and game according to our needs and Native protocols; and

WHEREAS, the National Marine Fisheries Service is taking research and legal measures
to further define harbor seal stocks with DNA genetic identification that will be used to
determine the harvestability of harbor seal stocks in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, harbor seals in certain Southeast Alaska waters will and can be defined as
threatened or endangered if DNA identification is used as a management tool; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Seventy-Second General Assembly of
Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska convened in Wrangell, Alaska on
April 18-21, 2007, that the Central Council on behalf of its members opposes any further DNA
genetics research of harbor seals in Alaska; and

BE IT FURTHER RESQLVED, that NMFS will notify central Councit of measures
taken to discontinue this research and form of marine mammal classification; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Central counci! will notify our State Govemor and
our Congressional Delegation to not support this type research and management tool; and

FAX ONTIRRAROTN

TEL. Q07/586-1432 www. TEngit-haida. oro
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GA Resolution 67-18

ADOPTED this 21% day of April 2007, by the Seventy-Second General Assembly of
Central Council of Thingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska.

CERTIFY

e o

President William E. Martin

Ubsihs fo

Tribal Secretary Dana Leadk Ruaro

M. Riedel, AFE: Feb 5, 2009




Genetic Review

2004, NOAA, NMFS and the
xh their joint Harbor Seal Co-
mittee, made available the
ults of an independent scientific peer review
) Corry-Crowe, G. M., K.K. Martien and
.Taylor. 2003. The analysis of population
~ genetic structure in Alaskan harbor seals,
Phoca vitulina, as a framework for the
identification of management stocks.
Administrative Report LLJ-03-08. Southwest
Fisheries Center, 8604 La Jolla, CA
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Assessment Report

evised 51/153/20069

BOR SEAL (Phoca vitulina richardsi):
ast Alaska Stock

archjanuary 20079: NMFS has new
1ation on harbor seals in Alaska

- whict __ 1at the current division of
- Alaskan harbo

into the Southeast
Alaska, Gulf of Alaska, and Bering Sea stocks
needs to be reassessed. NMFS, in cooperation
with our partners in the Alaskan Native
community, is evaluating the new genetic
information and hopes to make a joint
recommendation regarding stock structure in
20089. In the interim, new information on
harbor seal abundanee; mortality levels;-and
trends is provided within this report. A
complete revision of the harbor seal stock
assessments will be postponed until new
stocks are defined.




JNgoing Proactive Activities

icipates with NMFS, ASLC,
o and Conservation, and
and review on-going harbor

03 NMFS organized a meeting of the
icipants with a goal of coordinating and
collaborating on statewide harbor seal research.
The group meets annually to update the plan.
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ositive Outcomes

008 the NMFS led Harbor Seal
underwent a ranking exercise

eal projects statewide, the top
 identified by the group
searchers were the ANHSC biosampling

am and the ANHSC harvest data
ram

nagement works, research projects need
to be coordinated, and in times of fiscal
downturns, we need to prioritize research
based on management needs

M. Riedel, AFE: Feb 5, 2009
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